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Outline

 RCPA: Post-Fellowship 
Certificate in Cytopathology

 IAC: Fellow of the 
International Academy of 
Cytology

Formal 
Qualifications

Informal Education
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History 

Diploma in 
Cytopathology

Post Fellowship 
Diploma in 
Cytopathology

1994 2007

Post Fellowship 
Certificate in 
Cytopathology

2024

The Tertiary 
Education Quality 
and Standards 
Agency (TEQSA)
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Post-Fellowship Certificate in 
Cytopathology

 Certify professional expertise in 
Cytopathology

 Allow Fellows whose practice includes 
a substantial component of 
Cytopathology demonstrate further 
expertise in Cytopathology

• Fellows who have successfully 
completed Part II Anatomical Pathology 
or Haematology, 

• Or completed final General Pathology 
examinations.

Aims Eligibility

https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Curriculum/Do
cs/PFD-Cytopathology/Post-Fellowship-
Certificate-Cytopathology-Handbook

https://www.rcpa.edu.au/Trainees/Curriculum/Docs/PFD-Cytopathology/Post-Fellowship-Certificate-Cytopathology-Handbook
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Post-Fellowship Certificate in 
Cytopathology

12 months equivalent full-time in an 
institution approved by RCPA BEA

Minimum case numbers required to be 
reported over this time, currently:

o General non-gynae cases (1000)

o FNA (300)

o Gynae (2000)

Written: 3 hour paper

Practical: slide exam with 15-20 slides

Oral examination

Casebook or publications (casebook 10 
cases; 3-5 publications)

Training Assessment
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Post-Fellowship Certificate in 
Cytopathology

 Period of pre-Fellowship training 
specifically in cytopathology

 Oral only examination: Waiver any part of 
the examination at the discretion of the 
BEA (with exception of oral exam) 

 Exemption from casebook

Considerations
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Post-Fellowship Certificate in 
Cytopathology

• Reduced availability 
of gynae cytology

• Casebook

• Time….

 Non-gynae only stream 

 Variety of options directly relevant to the field of 
cytopathology: 

 education

 contributions to professional bodies

 publications

Barriers Likely changes



International Academy of Cytology 
(IAC)

• Founded in Belgium in 1957

• Committee: 27 members

• 19 countries 

• Honorary President: George 
Papanicoloau

• Acta Cytologica

• First international congress: Vienna 
1961, every 3 years since. 
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Brussels 1957. Some of the founding 
members
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International Academy of Cytology

• Medical Membership of the 
International Academy of Cytology 
(MIAC)

• Fellow of the International Academy of 
Cytology (FIAC)

>1400 medical members in 85 countries. 

• A medical degree, completed education in a 
medical specialty and at least one-year full 
time training or experience in cytopathology

• Sponsor (Member or Fellow). 

Admission fee (Euro 140),  annual fee (Euro 
190) 

Acta Cytologica (6x per year).

Levels of medical membership Medical Membership
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Fellow of the International 
Academy of Cytology: 
Examination

• MIAC for at least 2 years

• Two letters of recommendation

• 6-8 times per year at various locations 
worldwide

• All multichoice

• Written (80 multichoice theory), visual (80 
single image), practical (30 scanned 
slides, marked)

• All body sites (gynaecologic, urine, sputum, 
fluids and fine needle aspirations of multiple 
organs).

• Approximately 6 hours

• Euro 450



Fellow of the International 
Academy of Cytology: 
Examination
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Fellow of the International 
Academy of Cytology: 
Examination
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Successful candidates 

• Certificate of the IAC International 
Board of Cytopathology. 

• Invited to become Fellow of the 
International Academy of 
Cytology



Cytology Education Post Fellowship: 
Informal 
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Online educational material

Cytology conferences
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Australian Society of Cytology

Training

Advance the knowledge and standards of 
clinical, diagnostic and general cytology

Encourage research

Achieve uniformity in cytology 
interpretation and reporting

Represent interests of cytology services 

ObjectivesEstablished in 1969

Inaugural meeting in Perth 1970

Certificate of Technology of the ASC 
since 1975

Cytoletter – quarterly newsletter

Medical and non-medical membership

• Australian

• International

• Student
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Australian Society of Cytology



Cytology Online Educational 
Material
ASC
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Cervical, respiratory, urinary tract, effusion 
cytology, lymph nodes, breast, thyroid



Cytology Online Educational 
Material:
Planet Shield
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Cytology Online Educational 
Material:
RCPA
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Oh, the places you’ll 
go….conferences
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https://depositphotos.com/vectors/flight-cartoon.html
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Oh, the places you’ll go….
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