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T

his is the first ASM that has been held
outside Sydney. This move was necessary because the Darling Harbour Convention
Centre closed for rebuilding for around 3 years.
The 9th Asia Pacific Association of IAP meeting
will be held in association with the 7th National
Histotechnology Conference at the same venue
in 2015.
The Meeting ran smoothly. The facilities at the
convention centre were spacious, on one level
with good audiovisual systems and acoustics.
Catering was high quality served hot, swiftly
and efficiently.
The accommodation was conveniently located
and the grounds at South Bank were attractive
for those who wanted to walk or run. The
weather was fine and warm.

Some Statistics
Delegates
Exhibitors and support staff
Total attendees
Lunches Friday
Lunches Saturday
Lunches Sunday
Number of exhibitors

470 (2013 - 550)
58
528
393
445
427
12

Companion Meetings with DVDs
		
Complete sets Total
Neuropathology
34
63
97
Gastroenterology
21
63
84
Gynaecology
17
63
80
Lymphoma
12
63
75
Lung
11
63
74
Urological Path
9
63
72
Soft tissue
8
63
71
Renal
2
63
75
Companion meetings with no DVDs
Liver
Dermatopathology
Breast
Orell FNA
Slide Seminars
Liver
Melanocytic

67
93

63
63

130
156

Sales of Slide seminars from previous years 25
Jane Dahlstrom, Secretary

Jane Dahlstrom and the sponsored pathologists from Fiji - Virisila Ciri,
Lusiana Boseiwaqa, James Kalongivaka, Abha Gupta, Litia Tudravu.

39

th

Annual
Scientific
Meeting

Connull Leslie from Path West, Perth. best
poster by a Pathologist

AWARDEES

Soon Lee and the Vincent McGovern
lecturer, Professor Sunil Lakhani, Head
of Molecular & Cellular Pathology in
The School of Medicine, University of
Queensland, State Director, Anatomical
Pathology, Pathology Queensland, and
Head of the Breast Group at the University
of Queensland Centre for Clinical Research
(UQCCR) at the Royal Brisbane and
Women’s Hospital.
IAP Executive - Jane Dahlstrom (Secretary) Soon
Lee (President), Jan Kencian (Treasurer).

Soon Lee presenting Jan McLean with the Robin
Cooke Medal for distinguished Service.

Christina Shin,
Middlemore Hospital,
Auckland. best poster
by a Registrar.

Soon Lee with the invited speakers Neil Theise, Greg Fuller and
Klaus Busam.

Soon Lee presenting Dominic Spagnolo
with a Distinguished Pathologist Award.

39th Annual Scientific Meeting

Neuropathology Companion Meeting - Invited
speaker Greg Fuller, (MD Anderson Cancer
Center, Houston, USA) Saturday lecture.

COMPANION MEETINGS

Above: Endocrine and Pathology
Companion Meeting - Dr Michelle Houang
(registrar at Royal North Shore Hospital)
being presented with the Jeanette Philips
Award by Anthony Gill. The Jeanette
Philips award was instituted in 2011 in
recognition of the work of A/Prof Jeanette
Philips, a distinguished pathologist with
particular expertise in cytology and
endocrine pathology. The award is presented
annually at the IAP in recognition of the
most noteworthy original research article for
which the first author is a registrar with a
particular emphasis on endocrine pathology.
This year Dr Houang was recognised for
her description of the utility of SSTR2A
immunohistochemistry in the diagnosis of
phosphaturic mesenchymal tumors (Human
Pathology 2013; 44:2711-8).

Above: Uropathology David Clouston,
Hema Samaratunga, Lars Egevad,
Peter Ferguson. Hema via her
company, Aquesta Pathology funded
the visit of Lars Egevad (Stockholm,
Sweden) and also a registrar from
Wellington.
Right: Breast Companion Meeting Jane Armes, Michael Bilous, Margaret
Cummings, Glenn Francis, Gelareh
Farshid.
Below right: Endocrine and Paediatric
Companion speakers and convenors.
Back row, left to right Janene Davies,
Ayesha Ajmal, Anthony Gill, Kais
Kasem, Ali Salajegheh, Jessica Ng,
Front Row left to right. Convenors:
Alfred Lam, Amanda Charlton.

Below: Lung Companion Meeting - (Left to right) Mahdieh Gorji, Wendy Cooper
(convenor), Peter Jessup, Vanathi Sivasubramaniam, Kendall Bailey, Andrew Dettrick,
Amir Ashrafy, Nicola Kingston.

Left: Greg Fuller and Peter
Robbins (Convenor of the
Neuropathology Companion
Meeting).
Left: Convenors of Companion
meetings. Back row: Rayleen
Jovanovich, Uma Subramanian
(both from the Secretariat),
Linda Shen APIAP 2015), Peter
Robbins (Neuropath), Bastiaan de
Boer (Liver), Amanda Charlton
(Paediatric), Moria Finlay
(Renal), Nicky Graf (Paediatric),
Kate Strachan (Paediatric).
Front row; Jessamine Reddy
(Dermpath), Lyndal Anderson
(Gynae), Priyanthi Kumarasinghe
(Gastroenterology), Gelareh
Farshid (Breast), Jane Dahlstrom
(Sec of IAP), Afaf Haddad (Orell
FNA), Alfred Lam (Endocrine),
Fiona Maclean (Soft tissue and
Bone), Wendy Cooper (Lung).

The News Letter of the
Australasian Division of
the IAP

A History

A

bout 10 years ago Jan McLean and I
collected all the Newsletters together. The early ones were provided by Peter
Cropley. Jan then photocopied these and
sent one copy to me. The originals and
one copy of the photocopies were filed
in the central office. We thought that
one day we, or someone else might like
to compile a history of the Australasian
Division of the IAP, and the Newsletters
could be used as a basis for this historical account. Further details can be
obtained by consulting the collection
of original documents - annual reports,
letters etc that Jan has kept together in
the files.
When I came to compose Newsletter
14.02 which will be my last one, I
thought it was time to try to do what we
envisaged doing 10 years ago. So, I digitised all of the editions before 2000. This
complete record will now be added to
the new web site.
Since 2000 when the Internet was
still new, editions of the Newsletter
were posted on the Web Page of the
Australasian Division that was established by Keith Shilkin and soon taken
over by Richard Jaworski and maintained
by him and an IT colleague until 2014.

The following report is based on the
40 Years of Newsletters.
Peter Cropley was the foundation
Secretary/Treasurer of the Division.
He writes about how he produced the
Newsletters:
“They were all typed by myself on my
electric IBM “golf ball” typewriter. These
machines were popular at the time and
they were the first electric typewriters.
They replaced the manual typewriters that
worked on an inked ribbon that was struck
by metal letters. I had 3 or 4 interchangeable “golf balls” for different typefaces. I
didn’t have any secretarial help at any time
- this really only started in the 1980s when
a Divisional office was set up.
I copied the IAP logo and “Newsletter”
heading from a USCAP-IAP publication
and used this as a letterhead for most of
the issues. The first few Newsletters were
copied on to the coated paper used in the

early photocopiers at the time. I used the
photocopier at my work.
(At the Royal Brisbane Hospital we were
still using manual typewriters at this time.
There was one Xerox photocopier in the
Department and individuals had to pay
for the photosensitive paper they used. Fax
machines were still to come. RC)
From about 1974 I would type up each
issue and then get a local office-type
printing place to produce the copies. The
mailings were all done manually by myself.
I had template sheets of members’ names
and addresses and would copy, cut out and
paste these on to the envelopes. (This was
before address labels could be easily printed
out by a computer.)
Many of the handouts for the meetings were
also printed by a local printer, often at the
last minute when they became available.
I remember one printer working most of a
Friday night for the Saturday meeting, with
members of the Committee being co-opted
to collate the many sheets on the Saturday
morning.
Apart from mailing the Newsletters, I also
mailed out the slide sets and other material
for the meetings. I remember Kash Mostofi
saying that his wife used to complain a lot
about all the slide sets littering their living
room in the early days of the US-Canadian
Division when he was running it and doing
the mail-outs - this was a bit like my experience at the time.
All of the material for the meetings prior
to the 1982 Congress were distributed in
this way. We had professional organisers
for the Congress - International Convention
Management Services, which was run by
Ken Scheller (who died not long afterwards,
with the company folding as a consequence).”
Vincent McGovern was the driving force
in founding the Division. He delayed
doing this for a few years to allow the
newly formed RCPA to establish its educational activities. He did not want to
have conjoint meetings with the RCPA. He
planned the annual meetings for a time
when they did not clash with meetings of
the RCPA in October or USCAP in March.
The second meeting was held in Sydney
on June 29-30, 1974. By laws were adopted; the annual subscription was set at $6
(after a lengthy discussion about the amount
to be charged).
There was a letter from Prof. HD.
Tandon from the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences in Delhi. He was
President of the Indian Association of

Pathologists and Microbiologists and
was inviting Australian pathologists to
attend the Silver Jubilee meeting of that
Association. He also suggested that the
Australians might join with the Indians to
have a meeting of pathologists from the
Asia Pacific Region, or perhaps to form
an Asia Pacific Division of the IAP. The
Australians declined the invitation on the
grounds that it was too early for them to
do this.
Prof Edward (Ted) Gault, then retired
in Melbourne was invited to be a guest
speaker at the Jubilee meeting. Ted had
established the Pathology Department
in the Vellore Medical College and
was a founding member of the Indian
Association.

Editors of the Newsletter
1973-1983
1984
1985-1989
1989-1995
1995-2014

Peter Cropley
Denis Moir
Alan Palmer with
Warick Delprado
Robin Cooke with
Warick Delprado
Robin Cooke with
Jan McLean and
Luke Perkins

Editors - Robin Cooke, Warick Delprado, Peter
Cropley

Some items of interest from the
various editions
I have chosen to highlight some
Newsletters that show many of the main
events in the 40 year history of the ADIAP.
For anyone who wants to read more
detail, all the Newsletters can be found on
the web page of the Division. www.iapaus.org.au
(73.01) The first News Letter produced
by Peter Cropley, Foundation Secretary/
Treasurer and Editor of the Newsletter. It
covered objectives of the organisation and
the programme for the first meeting.
(74.03)

Programme for the first “real meeting.”
Martin Mihm from the Massachusetts
General Hospital was to give two talks

on “Inflammatory skin diseases,” one
on Saturday and one on Sunday. Martin
arrived on Saturday morning and left on
Sunday evening. He came again as an
invited speaker for the Congress in 2004
and again he arrived on the day he was
due to give his paper and then left the
next day to return to Boston.
Board members were given the option of
having their air and taxi fares paid. This
has remained as standard practice.
(75.01) The annual subscription was
raised to $10 because $6 was not enough
to cover the postage costs. (There was
much discussion about this amount as well.)
Subs would be tax deductible. Conference
registration $30 which includes 2 slide
sets of 24 slides each and lunch on each
day in the Nurses’ quarters building. This
must also have covered the costs involved
in travel and accommodation for the guest
speakers.
(You surely could not beat that as value for
money. RC)
It was announced that Vincent McGovern
had been given the honour to be the first
person from Australasia to be the Maude
Abbott Lecturer at the USCAP meeting to
be held in Washington in 1976. He is the
only member of the ADIAP up to 2014 to
be given this prestigious honour.
Vince died in a traffic accident on Dec
30, 1983 at age 69. The RCPA published
a memorial issue of Pathology in 1984.
(84.01) President Phil Allen and Secretary
Denis Moir had a vote of the members
on a number of options for a memorial.
There were 134 replies with 90 favouring
a Vincent J Mc Govern Memorial Lecture.
Pituitaries wanted: You may have
wondered what this comment meant.
Pathologists were being asked to keep
pituitaries from post mortems when the

gland was not needed. (This programme
had actually been in full swing since the mid
1960s). The pituitaries were being pooled
at CSL to manufacture Growth Hormone
and FSH. This request was for pathologists
to increase the numbers being sent to CSL
because the demand for these hormones
was outstripping the supply. About 20
years later there was a Commonwealth
inquiry into this practice after a few
cases of CJD occurred in recipients. I was
the last pathologist still functioning in
Brisbane who had been working during
this period of collections, so it fell to me
to make a report about how the pituitaries
were collected and handled.
(77.01) The USCAP/IAP meeting went
well. There were 33 representatives from
the Aust Div. Vince McGovern gave the
Maude Abbott lecture.
At the meeting he was appointed Editor
of the News Bulletin of the IAP with the
brief to model it on the Newsletters of the
ADIAP.
(81.01) The International Council meeting in Paris gave official approval for the
ADIAP to host the 1982 International
Congress. It will be held in the Wentworth
Hotel, Sydney and the opening ceremony will be held in the Opera House on
Monday October 11.
(81.02) There will be elections at the
ASM. The office bearers are elected as
follows. This has been the procedure since
the inception of the Division.
Councillors are elected every 2 years with
a maximum term of 6 years.
The Secretary is elected for a 4 year term
that can be extended.
President elect is elected every 2 years and
he or she becomes President for 2 years.
Theo Constance is Chair of the organising

committee for the 1982 Congress.
(82.00) Because of the International
Congress only one edition was produced
in 1982. It seems as though there was
no formal report on the Congress. Peter
Cropley was extremely busy and no formal
report was made by him.
Another reason for this was probably due
to the death of the Congress Organiser
before all the loose ends had been finalised. This usually takes a few months after
a big congress like this.
83.02 The last Newsletter produced by
Peter Cropley. This was the first meeting
after the successful International Congress
run by the Division in Sydney. Alan
Palmer retired as President and Phil Allen
became President. All the other positions
on the committee were to be elected at the
AGM.
84.01 The first of three Newsletters produced by Denis Moir, Secretary of the
Division. Questionnaire on possible ways
of commemorating the contributions made
by Vincent McGovern. It was decided that
there would be a Memorial Lecture.
(85.03) The office moved into the premises of the RCPA in Albion St. Surry Hills.
(86.01)

First Outreach activities.
With the profits from ASMs and the
International Congress, the Division was
in a position to begin these activities.
The Division contributed $10,000
towards the cost of publication of the VJ.
McGovern Memorial issue of Pathology.
A Sponsored pathologist scheme to attend
the ASM was introduced.
In 1985 two pathologists from China were
funded to attend the ASM.
In 1986 one pathologist from Fiji and one
from PNG are being funded to attend the
ASM.
(86.02) Theo Constance completed his
term as Vice President for SE Asia on the
Council of the IAP and Phil Allen was
nominated to replace him.
“Theo’s retirement brought to a close the era
of the founding pathologists who brought the
Division into existence and their replacement
by those who will bring it to maturity.”
The new generation of leaders of the
ADIAP began to expand its activities in
ways that are chronicled in subsequent
Newsletters.

Lectureship to SE Asia:
The executive is considering the feasibility
of establishing a lectureship to SE Asia
that would involve sending a member of
the ADIAP for 2 to 3 weeks to a region of

SE Asia to assist in the education of the
local pathologists.
Robin Cooke was the first Visiting
Lecturer in 1987. From then to 2013
many Pathologists from the ADIAP have
visited Indonesia. These visits have been
appreciated by the Indonesians. In that
time an Indonesian Division of the IAP has
been formed.
(In Nov 2013 Robin Cooke again visited
Jakarta to address a meeting of the Indonesian
Div of IAP attended by 120 young pathologists from around the country. This was the
first such visit partly funded (air fare) by the
ADIAP since 1999. Such visits were suspended when there was some political instability in
Indonesia. He gave a slide seminar on Clinical
Parasitology and lectures on Infectious
Diseases. He also gave advice on how they
might improve their pathology museum which
had not had any additions since the Dutch
pathologists left after WW2. As a result of this
one of the young pathologists was assigned
the job of making new specimens and she has
by 2014 begun to add new, nicely mounted
specimens.RC)
The move of the office of the Div to
Durham Hall has been a success and
thanks are given to our part time secretary
Midge Roe who survived the transition.
(86.03) Phil Allen reported that the
International Congress in Vienna was
attended by 1200 registrants and it was a
success.
President Robin Cooke presented a
plenary session on “History of Medical
Museums in Europe” and a slide seminar
on Tropical Pathology with Dan Connor
from the AFIP.
(87.01) The annual meeting was extended by a day with the Friday preceding the
main meeting being given over to a combined meeting with the COSA and RACS
on Melanoma. This was arranged by the
Melanoma Group at Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital.
Phil Allen was a catalyst in the forming of
a Chinese Div of IAP.
(88.01) The first Newsletter produced by
Alan Palmer and Warick Delprado.
Alan Palmer was the first to be appointed
to the newly defined position of Editor.
This year was the first in which slide
seminar sets had to be supplemented
with 35mm microphotographs because
there was not sufficient tissue to cut the
required number of glass slides. This process was rather expensive and clumsy.
It was difficult to examine the 35 mm
photographs while having some cases as

glass slides. Only a few views of the test
slide could be provided.
Then there was the problem of storing
them all together in a teaching slide set
format. The introduction of digital images
in the late 1900s was a significant technical advance.
(88.02)

A journal for the Division
Phil Allen championed the idea that the
Division should sponsor a new journal - International Surgical Pathology.
Unfortunately this did not survive.
(89.02)

Companion meetings
The first companion meeting - Renal
Pathology Society was held on the Friday
evening in the Scott Skirving Lecture theatre at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.
(89.03) First edition with Robin Cooke as
Editor and Warick Delprado as Secretary
and associate Editor. There were 4 pages
as distinct from the one or two pages of
previous editions.

This was the last meeting held in the
Schlink lecture theatre at Royal Prince
Alfred Hospital. The lecture theatre was
crowded with 327 delegates, many sitting
on the steps. The atmosphere was quite
hot and oppressive. The Darling Harbour
Convention Centre opened in 1988 and it
was decided that the 1990 meeting would
be held there. We were moving just in time.
(We were one of the first regular conventions
to be sited at the Darling Harbour Convention
Centre. This closed for an estimated 3 years
for rebuilding in 2013. During the ASM in
2013 the management arranged a small
function for the Executive of the ADIAP to
celebrate the long association of the Division
with the Convention Centre.)

Poster display
For the first time there was a Poster display. 16 posters were submitted. First
prize Dr. Wawryk from St Vincent’s
Hospital Melbourne. Prize $500.
Remembrances of an Old member of the
Division - Jack Little, Brisbane.
Impressions of a New member of the
Division - Diane Cominos, Brisbane.
(90-04) Warick Delprado showed his
early expertise with clip art. Gordon
Wright gave a report on the IAP
International Congress in Buenos Aires.
There were many administrative difficulties and many delegates developed gastroenteritis.
(The Congress organiser left with all the
money a few months before the meeting. This
caused considerable expense and embarrassment to the pathologists who were organising
the Congress. It took about 10 years for this
money to be recovered from various banks
in the USA. The President’s medal with neck
band was stolen. This disaster was most
unfortunate but it is recorded as a reminder

that the organisers of International meetings
accept considerable risk, as well as hoping for
the undoubted benefits that come from hosting
such meetings.)
(91.01) The Division will continue to rent
space from the RCPA, but it will no longer
share secretarial staff with the RCPA. Jan
McLean who has been doing this shared
job has been appointed part time Sec of
the IAP.
(91.02) Two companion meetings, Renal
(its second meeting) and Lymphoma (its
first meeting).
In 1991 (letter) President Roger Sinclair
introduced the Distinguished Pathologist
Award and Theo Constance was the first
recipient.
(94.04) Warick Delprado applies his
computer knowledge and his improved
ability with clip art. Report on the IAP
International Congress in Hong Kong. Phil
Allen became President of the IAP, the first
from the Australasian Division. This was
a two year appointment. (He has begun a
3 year appointment in the Pathology Dept of
the Chinese University in Hong Kong.)
Robin Cooke appointed Editor of
the News Bulletin of the IAP at the
International Congress in Hong Kong in
1994.
Advertising the inaugural meeting of the
Asia Pacific Association of IAP (APIAP) to
be held in Sydney, June 2-4 1995.
(In retrospect it is interesting to note that Prof.
HD. Tandon from the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences in Delhi wrote to the fledgling ADIAP in 1974, suggesting that an Asia
Pacific Division of the IAP might be formed to
coincide with the 25th meeting of the Indian
Association of Pathologists and Microbiologists
to be held that year. RC)

(95.03) The first professionally designed
Newsletter done by graphic designer Luke
Perkins. Luke continued to design all the
subsequent Newsletters and progressively
most of the printed educational material
for the Division meetings.
This was the first edition in which photographs of the delegates to the Annual
Scientific Meetings were printed. Fiona
Bonar was the first “cover girl.”
Report of the Inaugural meeting of the
APIAP with photographs of some of the
pathologists from the other Divisions.
(96.04) The first use of another colour green. Phil Allen the first President of the
IAP from the Australasian Division.
“The 1996 IAP Sydney meeting through the
eyes of a first year registrar, Lisa Parker.” See
her follow up report below.
(97.01) A trial of blue as a second colour.
Report from President Anthony Leong
from Hong Kong where he was working for a time. Announcing Election of
Officers for the Board. Reports from Hong
Kong, Indonesia, West Indies.

(98.04) President Ron Newland reported
on the IAP International Congress in Nice
at which there were 2,000 delegates. The
IAP Council approved the bid to host
the International Congress in Brisbane in
2004. This was the third attempt by the
ADIAP to host a second Congress. (The
first bid was made by Sydney and the
second by Melbourne.) The bid was spearheaded by Robin Cooke with the assistance of Alison Gardiner from Brisbane
Continued over

Reflections on
Pathology and
Pathologists

Tourism. It was to be held in the Brisbane
Convention and Exhibition Centre that
had been completed two years before that.
(Alison is now the Director of International
Conferences at the Brisbane Convention and
Exhibition Centre in Brisbane.).
(2004.02) Report on the very successful International Congress in Brisbane
2004 by President Warick Delprado. “To
paraphrase the Olympics ‘It was the best
International Congress of the IAP ever.”
This was the first International Congress
of the IAP at which only power point
presentations were allowed.
(For a few years prior to this, Conferences
everywhere had mixtures of presentations
using 35mm photographs (which had
been the method of presentation since the
1960s), and the newly introduced power
point presentations. People were having
trouble with power point and this caused
marked disruptions in presentations.
I had many emails before the Conference
Continued over

In 1996 Lisa Parker attended the
Australasian Division of the IAP as a first
year Registrar in Anatomical Pathology and
I asked her to write about the meeting for
the IAP Newsletter. As I was going through
the Newsletters, getting them digitised
and making some notes on each edition
to form an index, I read Lisa’s contribution
and I wondered what she had decided to
do. I managed to track her down and she
has written a follow up piece to go into my
last Newsletter. This is her contribution. I
have included part of what she wrote for
Newsletter 1996 No. 4 as an introduction.
(Robin Cooke, Editor).

the end the Bogomoletzes of the world
won out and I plan to turn up again next
year. Oh, and my source was right, the
food was good.

2014

Inevitably I suppose, I didn’t finish my
pathology training. Despite the thrill of
learning to really get diseases and my deep
love of lists and classification, I had doubts.
I wanted to be the sort of wise pathologist who combines an obsessive attention
to detail with an awareness of uncertainty,
who recognises risks but is not ruled by
fear, and who gives sensible, useful advice
even at the margins of knowledge - but
this would take dedication, and there were
competing demands in my life.
I watched my registrar-husband immerse
himself in Rosai/Ackerman and Sternberg.
Allocating the barest minimum of one week
to each topic, it still took him well over a
year to work through the pathophysiology
1996
As a first year registrar, considering whether of the human body. His study group saw
or not to give up my more of him than his small daughter.
I could feel the lure of defining the world
weekend to attend
through a perfect circle disappearing from
the 1996 IAP meeting I received plenty my grasp. My attention was never as
focused as the objectives, and darkened
of directive advice:
rooms no longer promised enlightenment
‘Yes, every registrar
or problem-solving but spoke to me of
should go, every
sleep.
pathologist should
So I left pathology, but it has not left me.
go, a great opportu- It emerges, still, in everything I do. I started
nity, never miss it.’
teaching pathology at my alma mater the
‘You’ll be totally
University of Tasmania Medical School. I set
confused. I nearly gave up pathology after
up student visits to the laboratories, and
going in my first year.’
told them that the best way to learn how
and the inevitable:
to order the right test, take good biopsies
‘The food’s usually good.’
and interpret reports was to see how the
laboratories work.
Since the first comment was from my superI diverted into medical history under the
visor, and the last one was from a fellow
supervision of the indomitable Yvonne
registrar who knows about these things, I
Cossart and ended up writing about autopdecided to bite the bullet and register for
sies. I visited the gentlemanly John Tonge,
the meeting. If nothing else, it would be a
in a low-care retirement village in Brisbane.
day off work, and I was rostered for the cut He was tall and gracious, happy to talk
up bench that Friday.
about his early days as a forensic patholArriving at the first lecture, I was unable
ogist in Queensland, the drama of the
to concentrate fully on the subject of cone
Winton plane crash, difficulties with body
biopsies, being distracted by the sheer size
storage in a warm climate.
of the meeting and the fact there were
I sought out Pat Bale, Eddie Hirst’s widow,
hundreds of pathologists present. Who was and we drank tea together on the chintz
left to run the country?
couch in her front room. She gave me
The conference progressed, as they do, and some of Eddie’s letters, told me stories of
I was alternately inspired and confused,
his autopsy teaching at the Sydney Hospital
depending on the lecturer, the topic, and
and Royal Prince Alfred Hospital. I read his
more importantly I suspect, the time of day. old reports.
Dr. Bogomoletz (one of the guest speakIn the bowels of King George Vth Hospital
ers) was a highlight, as much for the sheer
in Camperdown I discovered hundred-year
enjoyment of his personality as for the
old autopsy books destined for the tip. I
content of his lectures. As a junior registrar, studied the carefully looped handwriting,
I am still prey to the taunts and comments
the unfamiliar disease names. It all went
of my peers, who exclaim with monotonous into my Master’s thesis and I started to
regularity: ‘Pathology! Why did you choose wonder about returning to pathology via
that? Do you want to end up a boring nerd forensics. I wanted to be like those men,
with no social skills?’
discovering a new world through autopsy
There were times when I wondered if I
would ever fit in with such a group, but in
continued over

asking me ‘Did I really know what I was
doing with having only power point presentations.’ In the event, everything went
quite smoothly and has done at conferences
everywhere ever since.)
(2006.01)

Master Class Lectures
President John Pedersen introduced the
special lectures (Master classes). These are
now given before the main sessions on
Saturday and Sunday begin. At first they
were restricted to trainees but they are
now open for anyone to attend.
They continue to be popular.
(2006.02) Report on the centenary meeting of the IAP in Montreal, Canada.
Kon Muller became the second President
of the IAP to come from Australasia.

Sponsored pathologist scheme to
attend the ASM
This scheme was introduced in 1985. One
pathologist from PNG (Jacob Morewaya)
was sponsored to attend the International
Congress in 2004. It was re introduced in
2006 and one pathologist from PNG (Roy
Roger Maraka) and one from Fiji (Eka
Buadromo) attended the ASM.

Slide seminars with CD and colour
handout book
The first slide seminar with CDs and a
colour handbook was made for the slide
seminar “General Pathology” given by
Prof. Sir James Underwood immediate
Past President of the Royal College of
Pathologists.
(2009.01) A report on the IAP
International Congress in Athens by Bob
Eckstein, Vice President for SE Asia.
Konrad Muller was presented with the
Gold medal of the IAP at the end of his
term as President of the IAP.
A number of members of the Australasian
Division made a significant contribution to
the scientific programme.
In particular two of the five formal
Congress invited lectures were given by
Australians:
Robin Warren (Nobel Laureate in
2006) gave a keynote lecture entitled
‘Helicobacter pylori – the ease and difficulty of a new discovery.’
Robin Cooke gave the opening lecture
‘Pathology in Greek Mythology.’

Sponsored pathologists
One from Fiji and one from Cambodia.
2010.02 President Richard Jaworski in
the first edition printed in full colour.
Richard was responsible for establishing
and maintaining the web page of the
Division from 2000 to 2014.

2011.02 One of the last meetings in which
paper was “king.” The educational material
distributed at the meeting in 2011 being
printed, delivered to companion meetings
and in satchels to the delegates.
(2012.01) President David Ellis approved
the financial support for a third invited
speaker to speak at a companion meeting
on Friday and to give a Keynote lecture on
Friday. The first funded third speaker was
Cheryl Coffin from Vanderbilt University,
USA. She was sponsored by the ANZ
Paediatric Group.
(2013.01) President David Ellis
announced the results of a strategic planning meeting to help to guide the direction of the Division for the coming years.
One result of this was an initiative to
support Postgraduate pathology education
in Oceania.
The ADIAP established The Australasian
IAP South Pacific Visiting Fellow
Scheme to support the 3 year training
programme for the 4 pathology trainees in
Fiji. Funds were made available to assist
with travel expenses for lecturers from
the Division to visit Fiji. The first of these
visits consisted in a two day symposium
in Fiji April 20 and 21, 2013. The lecturer
team was led by President David Ellis and
Secretary Jane Dahlstrom.
A follow up symposium was conducted
in 2014. Both symposia were partly sponsored by the Education Committee of the
IAP (central).
(2014.01) Major changes to the Division.
President Soon Lee announced major
changes to the administration of the
ADIAP. There is to be a new Constitution.
All communication for the Division will
Continued over

Lisa Parker - Reflections continued

medicine. I recalled my early post-mortems
at the Maitland Hospital mortuary, an
unheated, poorly lit shed in a grassy field.
My reluctance, the smell, the privilege, the
puzzle. I was put off by the reality of child
deaths, Sydney overdoses and sun-tanned
feet of young adults, still marked by summer thongs.
Instead I re-trained in medical ethics. Now
I write about consent for research using
surgical pathology specimens. I talk to students about the moral issues around opt-in
and opt-out systems for hospital autopsies.
I interview pathologists about breast cancer
and the difficulties with defining and predicting behaviour for these new borderline
lesions that were scarcely on my radar back
in my training days. We discuss the ethical
implications of a screening program that
delivers both benefit and overdiagnosis.
It has been a privilege to study pathology, and I still encourage all students and
junior doctors to visit the labs and mortuary rooms as often as they can. It’s a hard
career but as I’ve watched my husband and
colleagues progress from registrars to nervous, newly qualified specialists to senior
consultants, I can now admire their easy
familiarity with disease and their ability to
render uncertainty into useful probability.
You are the translators of disease, predictors of the future, sources of sense and
wisdom. We should treasure you, all of
you, our guides in pathology.
Lisa Parker, 20-9-14
MBBS (Hons), MBioethics | PhD Candidate
Centre for Values, Ethics and the Law in
Medicine, Sydney School of Public Health
The University of Sydney.
(Thanks very much, Lisa. I am sure that
I, and many of my colleagues would
be honoured if we could be classified
among the Bogomoletzes of the world.
Robin Cooke, Editor).

be conducted via a new website that was
launched on 26-9-2014. www.iap-aus.
org.au
This edition of the News Letter will be the
last one to be distributed in print form.
Only the web based version will now be
delivered.
The News Bulletin of the IAP will only be
delivered in the web based version.
Jan McLean retired in Feb 2014 having
started as Administrator in 1990.
Richard Jaworski retired from the position
of web master of the Division after 14
years.
Jan Kencian retired from the position of
Treasurer after 10 years on the Board of
the Division.
Uma Subramanian was appointed the new
Administrator of the Division.
This history traces the development of the
ADIAP over its first 40 years.
Starting from humble beginnings it has
become a significant vehicle for continuing
education of Anatomical Pathologists in
Australia and New Zealand.
It has taken its place as an active sponsor
of educational activities in our region of
the world.
It has also had what might be considered to be a dysproportionate influence
in the affairs of the IAP central with two
Presidents and two Editors of International
Pathology - the News Bulletin of the IAP.
It has organised two successful
International Congresses of the IAP.
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Above: Registration and below the poster area.

It was a major partner in the formation of
the Asia Pacific IAP and the host nation
for two of its biannual Conferences.
Progressively, members of the Division are
contributing to sessions at International
Meetings as contributors to the sessions,
as session organisers and as keynote lecturers. This now marks the closure of
the second era of the development of the
ADIAP. The new era has been heralded
by the President, Soon Lee in Newsletter
01-14.
Robin Cooke,
Retiring Editor

Right: Robin Cooke,
Jan McLean, Luke
Perkins with the
handout material for
this meeting. DVDs
of Aperio scanned
glass slides for the
Companion meetings
were not shown in
this picture. They
have been responsible
for producing the
handout material for
many meetings in
the past. This will be
the last meeting at
which paper handouts
will be issued. All
educational material
will from this meeting
be delivered via the internet on the IAP web page.
Below: Gallery of aboriginal art in the Bribane
Convention and Exhibition Centre on the Plaza level.
This is one of the biggest such displays. Greg Fuller
contemplates one of the paintings.

Above: Loading lectures in the speakers’ room and lunch on Friday
for about 400 people.

Returning from lunch to the Conferevnce level
(Plaza Level) of the Convention Centre
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Above: Ayeshi Ajmal, Serena Park.
Above left: Vipul Vyas, Abha Gupta (Fiji),
Margaret Cummings, Kon Muller.
Left: Jill Lipsett, Nick Manton, April
Crawford, Alexandra Jolley.
Below: Saira Fatima, Zubair Ahmad,
Romana Idress, Aga Khan Hosp, Karachi,
Pakistan.

Above: Melisa
Vazquez, Kathy
Robinson (RCPA),
Joanne Brown,
Makisha Singh,
Roushan Ferdous.
Left: Penny
McKelvie, Peter
Robbins, Rei
Junkerstorff.

Left: Sarah Healy, Colleen DArcy, Donna
Moir, Alex Du Guesclin.
Left below: Sarah Sim, Sewwandi Francisco,
Rachel Maywald.
Below: Vincent Caruso, BenHur Amanuel,
Irene Low.

Above: Dako team
at their breakfast for
delegates Kaley Dark,
Enia Kakaflikas, Russell
McIness, Jeremy Tyson,
Soon Lee, Paul Steward,
Andreas Hoel (from the
office in Copenhagen).
Left: Jan Kencian, Soon
Lee, Sunil Lakhani.
Above: Niroshana
Wijayaratne, Dimuth
Gunawardane, Samanthika
Weerawardena.
ADIAP Registration: , Vipul
Vyas, David Godbolt

Amir Maghsoudi, Ladan Noroozi,
Mudiwa Muronda, Zaid Househ.

Vas Kamath, Angela Chou, Hema
Mahajan.

Above: Christine McTigue, Michael Brown,
Caroline Cooper.

